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gcdd viewpoint
The United States Administration on Developmental Disabilities, Commissioner 
Sharon Lewis recently wrote that she envisions a “future where all people,  
including people who have been labeled as ‘significantly,’ ‘severely,’ or  
‘profoundly’ disabled are supported to exercise choice, control and  
self-determination to participate fully as contributing members of our  
interdependent, integrated and inclusive communities.”

This statement by Commissioner Lewis symbolizes what GCDD is working toward through the 
programs and the policies it promotes. There can be no question that when GCDD hosts 2,400 people 
at Disability Day at the Capitol, we are hoping that our elected officials and policymakers are working 
towards this vision. We heard Governor Nathan Deal clearly say very similar words when addressing the 
crowd at Disability Day. The crowd reacted very positively to this renewed leadership coming from the 
Governor’s office.

It is this future that drives efforts during the Georgia General Assembly session. We work to continue  
to address the growing Waiting Lists and to pass new laws that will create Individual Development  
Accounts, require the Medicaid program to have a timely reasonable appeals process and support  
people with disabilities to access the right to vote. Over the years, those who work at the Capitol on 
behalf of people with disabilities have built tremendous relationships and garnered support from  
legislators throughout the State.

The goal of programs, such as Partnerships for Success, which you can read about in this edition, is to 
bring students with and without disabilities together. From these efforts, new friendships are created, 
students prepare together for what will happen after their education is completed and they are working 
together to improve the communities where they live. This is the message of the “credos of friendship” 
created by Partnerships for Success clubs around the State.

Finally, we want to thank Commissioner Lewis who was in Atlanta to hear from people about how to 
strengthen and support the self-advocacy movement. We will not have truly integrated communities 
until people with disabilities are invited to every table and asked for their input into the pressing issues 
of the day. Efforts to support this movement will help to achieve this dream.

2011 has started off with much excitement and hope. It is up to each of us to get involved and  
make sure that hope becomes reality. As GCDD’s own Rev. Denny Spear conveyed at the reading  
of Waddie Welcome and the Beloved Community that took place at Disability Day, “the beloved  
community is not a utopia, but a place where the barriers between people gradually come down and 
where the citizens make a constant effort to address even the most difficult problems of ordinary 
people.” (Rev Jim Lawson). 

We hope you enjoy reading this magazine and we want to hear from you. Let us know what you 
like or don’t like by writing to vmsuber@dhr.state.ga.us  

ErIC E. JACOBSON

TOM
 SEEGM

uELLEr

Disability Day Renews Purpose

gcdd viewpoint

Eric E. Jacobson
Executive Director, GCDD

Tom Seegmueller
Chairperson, GCDD

Tell us your thoughts  
about the magazine or 
what topics you would  
like to see addressed  
by emailing us at  
vmsuber@dhr.state.ga.us, 
subject line: 

Letters To The Editor.
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guest article

As Governor, I will work to implement the 
recent settlement with the United States  
Department of Justice. And I want to  
commend Dr. Frank Shelp (DBHDD) and  
his team for their leadership in bringing these 
negotiations to a successful conclusion. I  
believe the action plan that is called for can 
help us serve the disability community  
particularly in the following areas:
•	Increase	community	crisis	services	–	 

which will enable us to serve individuals 
in a mental health crisis without admitting 
them to a state hospital.

•	Creating	at	least	1000	
Medicaid waivers to 
transition individuals 
with developmental 
disabilities from state 
hospitals to  
community settings.

•	Increasing	crisis,	
respite, family and  
housing support services to serve  
individuals with developmental disabilities 
in community settings.

My vision for people with disabilities  
begins with the fundamental conviction that 
we should strive to provide every man and 
woman with greater access to real homes, real 

communities, real learning experiences  
and real careers. 

As a State, we must provide a stronger, more 
effective community-based infrastructure to 
meet the individual needs of people with dis-
abilities. This encompasses providing support 
for those already living in the community, as 
well as facilitating the assimilation of those 
who will be leaving our institutions. As Gover-
nor, I will work to create a service system that 
promotes human dignity, independence, indi-
vidual responsibility, choice and self-direction.

Together we will seek 
new and innovative 
ways to make sure that 
all Georgians enjoy the 
most full and productive 
lives that are available to 
them. I look forward to 
working with those of 
you who are active in the 
advocacy community.  

It’s going to take your support and your  
cooperation for us to bring these lofty goals  
to a rightful, sincere and just conclusion.  
And I look forward to working with you in  
partnership to make sure that we make our 
State what all of us want it to be. Thank you 
for letting me be with you today.

i
Deal Promises Support  
to Disability Community
By Nathan Deal, Governor

I am, like many of you, very blessed to be born in a great nation and a 

great state. And with that opportunity that I have been afforded comes 

responsibilities. As Governor, one of those responsibilities includes 

working to make sure that all Georgians are able to enjoy this land of 

opportunity. I promise you that I will work with others here to make  

sure that we expand the opportunity to improve the quality of life for  

all Georgians in the disability community.

“ My vision for people 
with disabilities  
begins with the  
fundamental conviction 
that we should strive to 
provide every man and 
woman with greater 
access to real homes, 
real communities, real 
learning experiences 
and real careers.”

“Together we will  
seek new and innovative 

ways to make sure  
that all Georgians enjoy 

the most full and  
productive lives that are 

available to them.”

guest article The following is a transcript of Governor Deal’s Disability Day speech from February 24, 2011. 
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news

In conjunction with other entities in the Georgia disability network, GCDD  
participated in the Self-Advocacy Summit, held in downtown Atlanta on  
March 10-11, 2011. 

The summits, spearheaded by Commissioner of the Administration on  
Developmental Disabilities (ADD) Sharon Lewis, are being held in key states 
around the country in an effort to encourage states to consider new and  
more powerful ways to strengthen their self-advocacy efforts. 

GCDD Executive Director Eric Jacobson, addressed the group, saying,  
“We have had some encouraging successes, like the DOJ Settlement, but 
there is more to do to strengthen the voice of the disability community.  
There is no one better suited for that voice than a self-advocate.”  

The two-day meeting brought self-advocates and other members of  
the disability community together to discuss what is happening in Georgia  
and across the region. The group discussed how the State can strengthen  
its activities, make recommendations at the national level and develop  
policies that can lead to stronger, more effective and long-lasting  
self-advocacy movements.

In her opening remarks, Commissioner Lewis said, “We need to better  
understand the unique circumstances in each state. Self-advocacy’s roots 

have formed organically, creating 
a lot of layers in the self-advocacy 
movement. In order to be heard,  
it is important that we come  
together to create one,  
cohesive voice.”

Influential Advocate 
Dies at Age 77
Dr. Wolf Wolfensberger, American 
advocate and academic, died on 
February 27, 2011 at the age of 77. 
Wolfensberger was the originator 
of Social Role Valorization and  
the Normalization Principle,  
concepts that strongly influenced 
disability policy and practice in the 
US and Canada. He was widely 
recognized as a major contributor 
to the field of intellectual and  
developmental disabilities in the 
20th century and had a  
reputation for being a stirring  
and controversial speaker. 

Dr. Wolfensberger was born in 
Mannheim, Germany and immi-
grated at age 16 to the US. His 
undergraduate degree was earned 
at Siena College in Memphis, TN; 
he earned a masters degree in 
clinical psychology at St. Louis 
University and a doctorate in psy-
chology from Peabody College for 
Teachers (now part of Vanderbilt 
University) where he specialized 
in developmental disabilities and 
special education. 

He was the author and co-author 
of more than 40 books and mono-
graphs, and more than 250 chap-
ters and articles. His writing has 
been translated into 11 languages. 
His best-known books were 
Changing Patterns in Residential 
Services for the Mentally Retarded, 
The Principle of Normalization, 
PASS and PASSING. 

in the news

Administration on  
Developmental Disabilities (ADD) 
Hosts Self-Advocacy Summit

“ Self-advocacy’s roots  
have formed organically, 
creating a lot of layers in the 
self-advocacy movement.”

On the web 

Learn more about  
Lifetime Achievement  
Award winner Eleanor Smith 
at gcdd.org. Click on the link 
to Spotlight on Advocacy.
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around gcdd

GCDD Welcomes  
Newly Appointed Council Members

Deborah Gay

Eddie Towson

Cheri Pace

David Cook

Beverly Rollins

Scott Bales

Mark Butler

Clyde L. Reese

rRecent appointments to GCDD.  

We would like to welcome the following:

Deborah Gay  
(agency representative designee) is the  
director of special education services and  
supports at the Georgia Department  
of Education (DOE).

Beverly Rollins  
(agency representative designee) is the  
executive director for the Georgia  
Department of Behavioral Health &  
Developmental Disabilities (DBHDD).

Eddie Towson  
(agency representative designee) is the  
director of quality assurance for the  
Georgia Division of DBHDD.

Advisory Members:

Scott Bales  
(self -advocate) is a geographic information 
systems specialist with the Georgia  
Department of Natural Resources (GaDNR),  
Environmental Protection Division  
(EPD)	–	Water	Resources	Branch.	He	has	
served as a volunteer autism consultant for 
several public school Individual Education 
Plan (IEP) meetings for youth living with  
autism, mostly in Georgia. He is a former 
vice president of the Georgia Chapter of the 
Autism Society of America (ASA-GGC). 
Scott currently chairs the Continuing  
Education Committee of the Parent  
Leadership Support Program Graduate  
Advisory Council.

Esma Campbell  
(parent advocate) is an assistant professor  
at Armstrong Atlantic State University in 
Savannah, Georgia. She has served as a  
volunteer advocate for children and youth  
in the local public school system and as a 
board member of Chatham-Savannah  
Citizen Advocacy (CSCA).

Cheri Pace  
(parent advocate) is an active member  
of the Social Welfare Action Alliance 
(SWAA), Poor People’s Economic Human 
Rights Campaign (PPEHRC), the  
Association for Community Organization 
and Social Administration (ACOSA), and 
Chattanooga and North Georgia PPEHRCs.

Commissioners:

Mark Butler  
(agency representative) Butler serves as  
commissioner of the Department of  
Labor (DOL). 

David Cook  
(agency representative) Governor Deal  
appointed David A. Cook to serve as  
commissioner of the Georgia Department  
of Community Health (DCH).

Clyde L. Reese  
(agency representative) Reese was  
appointed by former Governor Perdue as 
commissioner of the Georgia Department  
of Human Services (DHS).



expert update

“  We need to raise  
people’s expectations 
about community  
employment, encourage 
the use of person- 
centered thinking in the  
employment context 
and educate the general 
public about the wonderful  
contributions of workers 
with developmental  
disabilities.”

Sharon Lewis  

is the Commissioner  

of the Administration on  

Developmental Disabilities,  

US Department of Health  

and Human Services, Administration 

for Children and Families.
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We accomplish this through three roles. First, 
we are advisors across federal agencies, think-
ing about how policies will affect people with 
developmental disabilities. Second, we are 
program and grant administrators, ensuring 
that the DD network is doing a good job 
to implement the DD Act. Last, we provide 
leadership as advocates, using our voice to  
promote the values of the DD community. 

Current issues of importance include  
employment, community integration,  
supporting families and ensuring a strong  
self-advocacy movement. 

Employment is not only the means to  
economic self-sufficiency, it also is an impor-
tant way for individuals to contribute to their 
communities, build a network of social rela-
tionships, and create opportunities for lifelong 
learning. We need to raise people’s expecta-
tions about community employment, encour-
age the use of person-centered thinking in the 
employment context and educate the general 
public about the wonderful contributions of 
workers with developmental disabilities. 

Community integration continues to be a 
fundamental issue of importance for people 
with disabilities. As Georgia can attest, while 
moving individuals from institutions back into 
their communities is a triumphant accom-
plishment, it is only the beginning. There is 
more work to do to achieve true integration so 
that people with disabilities can contribute as 
interdependent members of their communities 
and live more fulfilled lives. In the wake of  
the DOJ settlement here, there is a great  

opportunity to really think about how to  
support people to live, thrive, work and play 
in their community, and a great body of  
experience from other states to draw upon. 

Supporting home- and community-based 
living also means that more people are living 
with their families. Over the past decade, the 
number of people receiving DD supports 
who are living with family (as opposed to a 
facility or group home) has grown from about 
355,000 in 1999 to nearly 600,000 in 2009. 
We must support families who are facilitating 
the opportunity for people with developmen-
tal disabilities to live self-determined lives 
while still in the family home.

Finally, I believe a strong self-advocacy move-
ment is essential to achieving true community 
integration and equal rights, which is why I 
initiated the Allies in Self-Advocacy Summits. 
My goal for the summits is two-fold: I hope 
to encourage leadership to strengthen their 
self-advocacy efforts at the local and state level, 
and I hope to hear ideas about how ADD can 
best support such efforts.

We know that with the right supports, people 
with developmental disabilities can achieve 
many	things	–	completing	elementary	and	
secondary school, going to college, working in 
competitive, integrated employment, falling in 
love, raising families and participating fully as 
contributing members of our communities.

To expect anything less is simply disrespectful, 
and a loss to all of us, as a country, as a society. 
We have much work to do together.

Working for a Better  
Quality of Life for All
By Sharon Lewis

As commissioner of the Administration on Developmental Disabilities 

(ADD), my job is to help facilitate the goals of the DD Act. Our mission is 

to promote self-determination, independence, productivity, integration 

and inclusion in all facets of community life. 

expert update
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HWC offers interviews, resources, advice, and ‘life-serving tips” to listeners on how they can live 
better, despite disabilities. HWC airs on four Georgia radio stations and was recently awarded 
a GCDD Innovative Grant for unique projects that help people with developmental disabilities 
become more fully engaged in all aspects of community life. 

“Handle with Care” airs on four Georgia radio stations and was recently awarded a GCDD  
Innovative Grant. On top of having a successful career, Smith is the mother of five children.  
Nothing about her demeanor so much as hints as to the latent complexity of her everyday life. 
Smith is qualified to do what she does on the radio because she lives it in her personal life.

As a former special education teacher and mother of five, four of whom have disabilities, one 
could argue that few people know more than Smith about what  people with disabilities want 
out of life. She taught special education in Georgia public schools until she gave birth to her 
twin boys, John and Jamison, born premature at 23 weeks, weighing only 1.2 lbs and 1.4 lbs at 
birth. Despite a bleak prognosis at birth, they are now 11 and have visual impairments and some 
developmental delays but are in school with their peers and enjoy the same activities as other 
boys their age. 

Her third child is a five year-old girl that she and her husband, John, have taken custody of for  
long-term foster care. She came to live with them when she was only an infant. “She had 
everything you could think of going on. She was on a ventilator, trach, G-tube, pacemaker, 
blindness…everything you could think of, and her diagnosis was not good,” Smith said. She still 
requires round-the-clock care, but she “loves her family, butterflies and the circus.”

In 2008, Smith gave birth to her fourth child, Arie, now a happy, healthy two-year-old. Smith 
remarks, “she is the odd one in our family, as crazy as that sounds!” And finally, the Smiths  
became foster parents to a 12-year-old boy experiencing developmental delays as a result of an 
accident. “When he came to us, it was supposed to be temporary, but he loved the twins so 
much he wanted to stay. All three of them wake up bleary eyed in the mornings because they 
want to play instead of sleep,” she laughs.

When asked how her career evolved from special education teacher to author and radio host, 
Smith credits her children first and foremost, “As a parent of children with disabilities, I  

“Handle With Care” 
Radio Host Telmeko Smith Awarded Innovative  
Grant for “Better Me Campaign, Best Life Contest”
By Claire Barth

“My experiences  

with my children have 

motivated me to try  

and create accepting  

environments for all  

people with illness,  

impairments and  

disabilities.”

Arie shares sisterly love.

Telmeko Smith is one of those women who seem to do 
it without ever missing a beat. She’s a mother, author 
and host of “Handle with Care” (HWC), a radio show 
about disability and illness. 
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realized how many people just don’t get it. 
My children with disabilities want to do  
the same things that their peers without  
disabilities do. My experiences with my  
children have motivated me to try and  
create accepting environments for all people 
with illness, impairments and disabilities.”  
This is precisely what led her to write her  
children’s book, Through Pumpkin’s Eyes:  
It’s a Wonderful Life. The book’s main  
character represents a combination of Smith’s 
first three children and tells the story of 
Pumpkin, a lamb with disabilities who wants 
to play, have fun and make new friends like 
other children. It was her experience writing 
and promoting her book that unexpectedly 
led to the inception of “Handle with Care.”

While promoting the book on the radio, 
several people told her that she had a radio 
voice and that she could turn her passion for 
people with disabilities into a valuable vehicle 
for education and information. In a meet-
ing with Rob Holmes, program manager at 
WUGA, while she was at the station to pro-
mote the book, they discovered they shared a 
passion for the plight of people with dis-
abilities and decided to record six shows. The 
sixth show came and went, and since May 18, 
2010, 44 episodes have been recorded, and it 

is now broadcast on four stations in Georgia: 
WRWH, WUGA, WABE and the Georgia  
Radio Reading Service (GaRRS). 

Program guests have included Scott Rigsby, 
the first double amputee to complete the Iron 
Man Triathlon, Blind Fury, a blind rapper 
making waves on BET’s popular show “106 
and Park,” and Mary Kissel, founder of  
Georgia Options. 

Recently, she conducted interviews at the 
Deaf Film Festival, where the actors in the 
movie communicate solely through sign 
language. And coming up, she will cover 
“Dialogue in the Dark,” an exhibit at Atlantic 
Station where participants are served a five-

course meal as a person who is blind  
or	visually	impaired	might	experience	it	–	 
in total darkness. 

Smith’s program format also addresses  
lifestyle and self-help topics as part of  
HWC’s Better Me Campaign. “We had an 
unbelievable response to our show about 
dating,” she says. “People with disabilities 
want to have relationships and partners like 
everyone else. We discussed ways people 
with disabilities could present themselves to 
prospects.” Upcoming episodes will feature 
topics such as hearing impairment, autism 
and spinal cord injuries.

The Better Me Campaign program series 
eventually spawned the “Best Life Contest” 
which began in January 2011, with funding 
from GCDD. Each month a new challenge is 
issued to listeners that encourage them to live 
their lives to the fullest. “We challenge people 
to do things that they would normally just 
talk about doing but would not take the time 
to really do, Smith said. “Our goal is that the 
incentives of awards will encourage persons 
with disabilities to become more engaged in 
the world around them. The idea is for  
listeners to gain a sense of ownership of  
their lives and of the show when they hear 
their stories read on air. The award and  
instructions on how to submit stories are  
announced along with each new challenge.

Smith looks forward to continuing to grow 
the reach of “Handle with Care.” “Support 
from GCDD and Bayada Nurses Home 
Health Care, our other sponsor, has made  
it possible for me to focus on the show full-
time,” she says. Balancing her career with her 
family’s needs is a constant challenge. “I’m 
blessed to have a lot of help, and though I’m 
really busy, I’m dedicated to the purpose and 
goals of ‘Handle with Care.’ I want people 
with disabilities to know that the sky is the 
limit,” she says.

“I’m blessed to have a  
lot of help, and though  

I’m really busy, I’m  
dedicated to the purpose 

and goals of ‘Handle  
with Care.’ I want people 
with disabilities to know  
that the sky is the limit.”

Top Row (left to right): Jamison, John, Junior, John

Bottom Row (left to right): Arie, Telmeko, Amiya

See page 30 for show 
dates and times.



Legislative Update
By Pat Nobbie, Ph.D.

a
We’ll review the current accomplishments of 
the legislative agenda in the same format as 
GCDD’s Legislative Agenda.

Tier I: GCDD Takes  
the Lead
As always, the most important issue in 
GCDD’s agenda is the Unlock the Waiting 
Lists! campaign for home- and community- 
based services. The Governor’s budget  

proposal was based on the settlement  
agreement between the State and the US  
Department of Justice. The following items 
were included in the FY 2011 budget which 
ends June 30, 2011 and the FY 2012 budget, 
which begins July 1, 2011 and concludes 
June 30, 2012.

FY 2011 Amended 
•	 Family	Support:	400	families	will	 

receive support with $347,400 in  
state funds, which is the funding  
needed for one quarter. 

•	 The	budget	proposed	$2,404,420	to	be	
spent developing a community-based 
crisis response system, including respite 
homes, and six mobile crisis teams.  
These resources would provide  
temporary alternative supports for  
individuals in their community rather 
than sending them to state hospitals.

FY 2012 Budget 
•	 Family	Support:	$1,684,800	will	provide	

an additional 450 families with support 
in the 2012 budget, and $1,497,000 an-

A major milestone at the Legislative Session, Day 30, or 
Crossover Day, was accomplished on March 16th. On 
that day, the Senate heard and acted on over 50 pieces 
of legislation, and the House, over 30. Since then, seven 
additional legislative days have been held. The session is 
scheduled to adjourn on April 14th. This update is current 
as of Day 37.

10    Making a Difference

Disability community supporters 
attended Disability Day on  

February 24, 2011 to make  
their voices heard.

“ GCDD and Unlock  
the Waiting Lists!  
appreciates the time 
many legislators spent 
hearing our issues,  
discussing the budget  
and asking questions.”
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nualizes the Family Support services from 
the 2011 budget.

•	 $9,617,681	will	be	added	for	the	 
continued development of mobile crisis 
teams and crisis respite homes. 

•	 250	additional	waivers	for	NOW	and	
COMP; $7,463,475 provides 150 waivers 
to transition people from hospitals, and 
100 for individuals on the community 
waiting list. The money provides for six 
months of funding since individuals 
are allocated waivers at different times 
throughout the year, upon discharge from 
a hospital or as someone “most in need” 
is identified from the Waiting Lists.       

•	 $7,092,697	to	annualize	the	cost	of	
the 150 waiver slots from the FY 2011 
budget. When we appropriate funds for 
six months, we must annualize the cost 
in the next budget to keep a full year of 
funding going forward.

In addition to what was proposed by the 
Governor, the House Human Services  
Appropriations (Chair Penny Houston, Dist. 
170) committees proposed an additional 
$680,411 for waivers, in particular to meet 
the needs of youth aging out of DFCS  
custody who have had support as foster  
children and will need adult support  
services to stay with the family who  
fostered them or to move into independent 
living arrangements. As of this writing,  
the Senate had voted out their version of  
the budget, and the funds remained.

In the Department of Community Health 
Budget, there were no funds for the ICWP 
program in the Governor’s proposal, but ad-
vocacy by Unlock the Waiting Lists! succeed-
ed in getting House Health Appropriations 
Committee (Chair Butch Parrish, Dist.156) 
to add in enough funding, $545,543, for 33 
waiver slots. All of the waiver appropriations 
are matched with federal Medicaid funds. 

The House and Senate Appropriations  
Committees also restored some funding that 
was eliminated by the Governor’s proposed 
budget. Over $7,000,000 for the optional 
benefit coverage for adult vision, dental and 
podiatry in the Medicaid budget was restored 
by the House. Funds for the Children 1st 

Program, the front door to Medicaid  
eligibility for kids had its funding of 
$1,500,000 restored. The Division of Aging 
had Alzheimer’s Respite, Nutritional Support 
and CCSP respite funding restored. DCH 
cannot collect premiums for services provided 
to children who access Medicaid through the 
Katie Beckett option. And neither legislative  
body agreed with moving the Family  
Connection Partnership to the Governor’s 
Office of Children and Families. 

During spring break week, a conference  
committee appointed by the Speaker and  
the Lieutenant Governor will negotiate any 
differences remaining between the House  
and Senate versions of the budget. It’s not 
over until it’s over!

Individual Development Account  
Legislation, HB 226 passed the House and 
Senate, and awaits the Governor’s signature. 
The state IDA program will enable an  
individual with disabilities to save  
toward an accessible vehicle, assistive  
technology, communication devices or  
home modifications, in addition to the  
standard purposes for IDAs which are new 
homes, education or business start-ups.

Tier II: GCDD Supports 
Another Leading 
Organization(s)
Flexible Sick Leave Legislation: HB 432. 
Many individuals have paid sick leave from 
their workplace, but can only use it if THEY 
are sick. This legislation, which is a very small 
piece of more comprehensive family friendly 
work-life policy, would enable parents with 
paid sick leave to use it to care for sick 
children or aging parents. We are supporting 
Atlanta 9to5 and a large coalition on this leg-
islation. The bill was heard in the Industrial 
Relations committee, but did not receive a 
vote. We will continue to work on it over the 
interim with Chair Bill Hembree (Dist. 67).

Streamline the Medicaid Appeals Process: 
HB 229. Currently, if a family or individual 
appeals a decision against them concerning 
Medicaid, and the administrative law judge 
rules in their favor, the Department of  

$ 347,400 in state funds to 
provide support to 400 families 
for the remaining quarter of the 
2011 fiscal year

$ 2,404,420 to be spent  
developing a community-based  
crisis response system

fy 2011
fy 2012

$ 1,684,800 will provide family 
support for 450 new families

$ 9,617,681 will be added for 
the continued development  
of mobile crisis teams and crisis 
respite homes

$ 7,463,475 provides 150 
waivers to transition people from 
hospitals, and 100 for individuals 
on the community waiting list      

$ 7,092,697 to annualize the 
cost of the 150 waiver slots from 
the FY 2011

$ 1,497,000 to continue  
12 months of support for the  
400 families receiving services  
in FY 2011.

$ 680,411 in additional  
NOW/COMP waivers, particularly 
to address the needs of youth 
aging out of DFCS services,  
and others at risk of  
institutionalization 

$ 545,543 for 33 ICWP waiver 
slots in the DCH budget.
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Community Health (DCH) can overturn 
that decision. This legislation would eliminate 
agency review. Appeals to Office of State  
Administrative Hearing decisions will go 
directly to Superior Court. The Georgia 
Advocacy Office has worked with students 
in the health law program at Georgia State 
University to draft the legislation. The bill  
did not make the crossover. The Governor’s 
office wants to give David Cook, the new 
DCH commissioner, time to work on the  
issues that concern families and advocates. 
We will be closely monitoring this progress 
over the summer.

Legislation for Assisted Living  
Facilities:  SB 178 and HB 405 creates  
additional long-term care options so  
individuals who become more disabled can 
age in place with appropriate supports.  
Currently, state law requires residents of 
assisted living facilities to be independently 
mobile. If they become more impaired, they 
are required to move to a nursing facility. 
This legislation would enable individuals who 
become more disabled and need a higher level 
of care to stay in the place where they have 

made their home. A coalition of advocates 
from the aging and long-term care  
community carried this legislation. SB 178  
is in House Rules, awaiting assignment to  
the floor for a vote. 

Revisions to the Election Code: SB 198: 
The election code underwent some revisions 
several sessions ago to make it easier for  
people with disabilities to seek assistance  
at the polls without having to verify their  
disability or “certify” it with an oath, but a 
few places in the code still define disability  
as physical. Individuals with sensory or cogni-
tive impairments also vote and may need 
assistance, but their disability is not overtly 
physical. This change would remove “physi-
cal” from the definition of disability describ-
ing who can seek assistance at the polls. The 
Arc of Georgia is taking the lead on this legis-
lation. This did not get out of committee be-
fore crossover day, but the Secretary of State’s 
office, the sponsor and The Arc will continue 
to work on the issue over the summer.

Other Issues of Note: HB 324 eliminates 
temporary immediate care admissions to the 
state hospitals in the case of emergent or crisis 
care needs. This is an aspect of the Georgia v 
USDOJ settlement agreement that had to be 
implemented. This crossed over on the 30th 
day, was approved by the Senate Health and 
Human Services Committee, and awaits a 
vote in the Senate.

SB 245 corrects the definition of develop-
mental disabilities in the state code that has 
had the effect of determining individuals 

“This legislation would  
enable individuals who  

become more disabled and 
need a higher level of care to 
stay in the place where they 

have made their home.”

“The Special Council’s  
recommendations for  
an additional tax on  
cigarettes was not put in  
the legislation. Although  
taxing many services such 
as dog grooming, hair and 
nail salons, dry cleaning, 
etc., was recommended, 
only auto repair services  
are in the legislation  
to be taxed.”
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who did not have an IQ under 70 ineligible 
for services. Developmental Disabilities is 
a broader category that includes those who 
have severe conditions that occur before age 
22, are lifelong, and affect at least three life  
functions such as mobility, communication 
and learning, but may not be due to intel-
lectual functioning alone. This legislation 
crossed over, but was then held up upon 
request from the BHDD commissioner 
who wants to work on definitions over the 
summer. Advocates and people affected by 
services will be engaged in the process. 

New Home Access Legislation: This is the 
fourth year working on this legislation, which 
would increase accessibility in all new single 
family homes by requiring one zero-step     
entrance, 32” wide interior doorways, and 
blocking to support grab bars in the bath-
room. The demand for houses with universal, 
visitable design will only increase with the 
aging of the population, returning veterans 
who have mobility impairments as a result of 
their service, and the mandated transition of 
individuals from institutions to the com-
munity. The Coalition will regroup over the 
summer and determine next steps. 

Tax Code Revision: The Special Council on 
Tax Reform and Fairness issued their report 
and recommendations in January. Advocates, 
particularly the organizations involved in the 
2020 Georgia Coalition, support about 80% 
of the recommendations. The initial proposal 
to reinstitute the tax on food was dropped, 
and the income tax rate was lowered to  

4.5% but would take effect immediately 
instead of being phased in. The Special 
Council’s recommendations for an  
additional tax on cigarettes was not put in  
the legislation. Although taxing many services 
such as dog grooming, hair and nail salons, 
dry cleaning, etc., was recommended, only 
auto repair services are in the legislation to  
be taxed. At this point, there are a few pieces 
of legislation carrying the Tax Council’s  
proposals which did not have to cross over  
on the 30th day and can go directly to  
House and Senate floor votes, but nothing 
has happened.

Other Activities: The Georgia Advocacy  
Office and GCDD did several presentations 
on the Department of Justice (DOJ)  
Settlement Agreement to the Women’s 
Legislative Caucus, the Senate Democratic 
Caucus, The Behavioral Health Caucus, and 
the House Children and Youth Committee. 
The presentations covered the aspects of the 
DOJ settlement which may not be familiar 
to legislators, such as the “own home or 
family home” provisions, crisis services for 
people with developmental disabilities and 
family support. The partners also shared 
information on the Olmstead Plan which is 
currently awaiting approval in the Governor’s 
office. The presentations gave legislators a 
chance to ask questions, and this led to many 
thoughtful discussions. For the most part, the 
advocates were impressed by the commitment 
legislators expressed toward implementing  
the settlement, supporting people in the 
community, and appropriating the funding. 
They expressed many concerns as well about 
the process of moving from an institutionally- 
based system to a community-based support 
system, all of which is being seriously  
considered and addressed moving forward.

GCDD and Unlock the Waiting Lists!  
appreciates the time many legislators spent 
hearing our issues, discussing the budget, and 
asking questions. Despite a very tight budget 
and pressure from all sides, we are moving 
forward. Stay tuned to all the avenues of  
connection as this legislative session finishes!

“The demand for houses 
with universal, visitable  

design will only increase with 
the aging of the population, 
returning veterans who have 

mobility impairments as a 
result of their service, and 
the mandated transition of 
individuals from institutions 

to the community.”

“ For the most part,  
the advocates were  
impressed by the  
commitment legislators 
expressed toward  
implementing the  
settlement, supporting 
people in the community, 
and appropriating  
the funding.”
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t
The chant, “Unlock the Doors to Real Communities,” rang out several times during the event, 
at which advocates were encouraged to contact their state representatives to ensure their message 
is heard. And they listened intently to Governor Nathan Deal, often erupting with enthusiastic 
cheers during a short but impactful keynote address. 

“I’m proud to see so many people out today,” said Joe Drogan of Dawsonville, who was  
representing the Atlanta Post Polio Association and enjoying his first Disability Day. “I’m fairly 
ambulatory but there are an awful lot of people who have to put a wheelchair on a MARTA train. 
It’s great to see so many people turn out.”

Josh Cusick, president of People First Atlanta, was one of those who took MARTA to get to the 
event. “This is the first time I have ridden here by myself,” the 25-year-old remarked, adding that 
he had been to several past Disability Days accompanied by his parents. “This is easily the tops. 
To be honest, the great weather, combined with two thousand of my closest self-advocate friends 
honestly cannot be beat.” 

The throngs of demonstrators, many dressed in blue t-shirts, waving handmade signs and holding 
onto blue balloons, amassed to fill the streets adjacent to the State Capitol at 11:00 AM on  
February 24, 2011.

“Can you believe we’ve been coming here for 13 years?” said Tom Seegmueller, chairperson of 
GCDD. “We believe today’s gathering is the largest crowd ever. We had more than 2,000 people 
register for this event.”

As an Atlanta TV station helicopter hovered above in the clear blue sky, a number of self-advocates 
and legislative officials addressed the crowd. Introducing Governor Nathan Deal, Scott Crain, 
GCDD Council member said, “He has not only been supportive, he has been a champion to 
people with disabilities.”

They turned out in record numbers, united in one voice on 
a breathtakingly beautiful February morning for the Georgia 
Council on Developmental Disabilities (GCDD) 13th Annual 
Disability Day. Advocates from across the State joined  
together on the steps of the Capitol in Atlanta with one 
message for legislators: It is time to “Unlock the Doors to 
Real Communities.”

13th Annual Disability Day  
is the Largest to Date
By Carmel Garvin Hearn

“ I promise you that I will 
work with others here  
to make sure we expand 
the opportunity to  
improve the quality of life 
for all Georgians in the 
disability community.”
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The Governor then delivered a message of 
hope and promise that was clearly the high 
point of the day’s events (a transcript of Deal’s 
speech appears on page 4). Deal affirmed that 
he shared GCDD’s vision of granting people 
with disabilities increased access to real homes, 
real communities, real learning experiences 
and real careers. 

Assuring the crowd that, together with 
advocates from the disability community, he 
would seek new and innovative ways to make 
sure that all Georgians enjoy the most full and 
productive life that is available to them. The 
Governor concluded by saying he sincerely 
looked forward to working with the disability 
community to realize the goals set forth in the 
DOJ Settlement.

Senator Barry Loudermilk (R-Cassville),  
who represents the district that contains the 
Georgia School for the Deaf, also addressed 
the advocates. “I saw a sign out here that said 
we are our brother’s keeper. It reminds me 
of the words in Genesis,” Loudermilk told 
the gathering. “When Cain said, ‘Am I my 
brother’s keeper,’ God said, ‘Yes, you are.’  
That is our responsibility.”

Pat Nobbie, Ph.D., GCDD Deputy Director, 
also delivered encouraging words on legislative 
activity happening under the Gold Dome. 

“There’s money in the budget to meet the 
requirements of the US Department of  
Justice settlement agreement,” Nobbie said. 
“That’s going to provide family support for 
400 families this year and another 400 families 
next year. That’s the first time we’ve had new 
family support in the budget in a long time. 
That’s really good news.” 

But Nobbie cautioned that there are only 100 
waivers in the State’s 2012 budget for people 
in the communities who may be at risk of 
going into a nursing home or hospital because 

“We believe today’s  
gathering is the largest 

crowd ever. We had more 
than 2,000 people register 

for this event.”



their parents are too old or too sick to take 
care of them, or they are a high school student 
getting ready to graduate. 

“Are 100 waivers enough?” she asked the 
crowd. “No!” they shouted back.

Prompting them to call or write their legis-
lators to request more waivers in the 2012 
budget, Nobbie also encouraged those in at-
tendance to visit the website, 2020georgia.org. 
2020 Georgia is a broad alliance of commu-
nity leaders and organizations with a common 
goal of promoting a balanced approach to 
State budget and revenue solutions. GCDD’s 
Deputy Director also gave updates on the 
progress of several pieces of legislation. (See 
Legislative Update on page 10 for details.)

There were also a number of recognitions 
during the ceremony that celebrated the work 
of Georgia’s self-advocates. The family of 
Natalie Norwood Tumlin presented Georgia’s 
Outstanding Self-Advocate of the Year Award 
for the fifth consecutive year. 

“We created this award in memory of our 
daughter, Natalie, and all courageous self-
advocates who had gone before her,” said Beth 
Tumlin. “As a family, we love to give back 

to the disability community which 
has done much for Natalie and 

us. Natalie was her own best 
advocate.”

Along with Natalie’s sister, 
Jennifer, Tumlin presented 
this year’s award to  

Fitzgerald’s Marion 

Jackson, president of People First of  
Georgia, for her involvement with GCDD  
and initiating the Real Communities  
Transportation Project in Fitzgerald. 

“I thank Fitzgerald, Atlanta, and the state of 
Georgia,” Jackson acknowledged. “I also thank 
People First of Georgia, the Georgia Advocacy 
Office and the GCDD.”

Cheri Mitchell, representing People First of 
Georgia, presented the Samuel Mitchell Life-
time Achievement award to Eleanor Smith.

“Thank you to GCDD and the Georgia 
Independent Living Network for sponsoring 
this award,” Mitchell said. “Sam believed in 
making a difference. His philosophy was to be 
a world changer and to be the change.”

Smith, in accepting the award, marveled at 
advances that have been made since she was 
a child, such as curb cuts and access to public 
buildings. She credited those accomplishments 
to self-advocates who fought for them. But she 
cautioned that the work is not finished yet, 
and challenged the thousands gathered there 
to press on to make every house accessible for 
people in wheelchairs.

Those in attendance also paused in silence as 
Ginny Ferrell, of the Central Congregational 
United Church of Christ, remembered the 
work of the advocates who had passed away  
in the last year, and delivered these words  
in prayer:

“God, thank you for all these fallen heroes who gave 
their time and shared their gifts to make the world 
more inclusive for all. We pray for all people whose 
names we do not know who perished in institutions 
and nursing homes. God, we long to have safe and 
welcoming communities for all peoples with and 
without disabilities to have healthcare education, 
community support and a sense of belonging to the 
whole community.”

Ferrell added that the only fitting tribute to 
the fallen heroes is to carry on their mission 
of working towards a truly inclusive society 
where all individuals are valued and respected 
for their abilities.

“Just a few short years ago I stood on these 
same steps and we talked about a goal in five 
years when no one in Georgia would reside in 
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“ As a family, we love to  

give back to the disability 

community which has done 

much for Natalie and us. 

Natalie was her own  

best advocate.”
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a State institution,” proclaimed Eric Jacobson, 
GCDD executive director, as he wrapped up 
the hour-long event. “Because of the hard 
work of many of you in today’s crowd, we can 
honestly now say that in five years this will be 
a reality.”

Jacobson reminded the crowd that 2011 is 
the 40th anniversary of the Developmental 
Disabilities (DD) Bill of Rights and Assistance 
Act, which led to the establishment of GCDD 
and developmental disability councils in every 
US state and territory. Jacobson explained the 
beginnings of the movement that has since led 
to significant changes in our State and across 
the nation. 

“In 1970, two moms 
joined together,  
and seeing that the  
majority of government 
funding was going to 
institutions, argued that  
funding should be 
applied to a broad 
range of services, and parents and advocates 
should have a substantial role in determining 
how funds are spent on a state level,” he said. 
“According to a recent report released by the 
National Council on Disabilities, the DD Act, 
in conjunction with the activities of self-advo-
cates, families, and state and local governments 
has changed the way people with developmen-
tal disabilities live in our country.”

Jacobson encouraged the crowd to join him in 
the rally cry of the day, “Unlock the Doors to 
Real Communities,” in celebration of the DD 

Act Anniversary, and to make sure those  
inside the Capitol building heard their voices. 
He also invited them to enjoy a reading of  
Waddie Welcome and the Beloved Community, 
along with some blue-iced 40th anniversary  
cupcakes, during a lunch event following  
the rally.

All in all, what did this day mean for those 
who navigated wheelchairs through MARTA 
stations or ventured to the Gold Dome to 
meet with each other?  

“You learn that you treat everyone the same no 
matter what their disability may or may not 

be,” said Quinn  
Butler, one of 40 
students from the 
Partnership Club 
at Apalachee High 
School in Barrow 
County who attended 
Disability Day. “You 
get to meet new 
friends and go to  

different things and learn how different  
people live. I got a friendship with my partner, 
Kayla, and I get friends for life.”

“She is a really good partner to me,” said Kayla 
Riemenschneider, referring to her friendship 
with Butler in the Partnership Club.

“It’s a recognition of disabilities,” said Ken 
Mitchell, who was attending Disability Day 
for the fifth time. “We’re experts in our own 
lives. We’re letting the world know we’re proud 
of being who we are.”

“It’s a recognition of  
disabilities. We’re experts in 
our own lives. We’re letting 
the world know we’re proud 

of being who we are.”

unlock the doors 
to real communities

Organizations  
Raise Awareness  
at Disability Day
In addition to hearing from  
legislators and advocates on  
Disability Day, there were some 
great opportunities to network with 
other people and organizations. In 
an effort to encourage connecting, 
GCDD partnered with other  
organizations that wanted to be  
co-sponsors of the Disability Day 

event as exhibitors. 

Partnerships for  
Success Clubs 
The Partnerships for Success program, 
partially funded by GCDD, forms clubs 
for students working to change the social 
climate for students with disabilities. 
Clubs from area schools include students 
with and without disabilities working 
together on community projects to  
build friendships. Read more about  
Partnerships for Success on page 24.

Brain & Spinal  
Injury Trust Fund 
The Brain & Spinal Injury Trust Fund 
is an entity that provides funds to help 
individuals with brain injuries who have 
exhausted available supports and still 
need help. 

Sagal Radio Services  
& City of Clarkston 
Sagal Radio Services, in partnership with 
Emory University, produces health-
centered radio programs for East African 
refugees living in Clarkston. Broadcast-
ing on WATB 1420, programming can 
be heard in English, Somali, Amharic 
and Swahili. 

Georgia Advocacy Office 
Georgia Advocacy Office (GAO) had 
several representatives in the exhibit  
area meeting and greeting Disability  
Day attendees. Jenny Puestow, DD  
program director at GAO, said that  
an objective of the organization is to  
“secure the support we need to move 
individuals from hospitals back into  
their communities as mandated in  
the DOJ Settlement.”  

See page 29 for a complete list  
of Disability Day sponsors.
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perspectives h
As a working mom, my initial concern for his safety and happiness outside of my own care was 
consuming. I was put at ease immediately. This facility is located very close to my workplace, 
and after about a week he was having so much fun I had to pull him away from whatever he was 
doing when I would pick him up at the end of the day! 

Last year, when he was in the three- and four-year-old pre-school room with Miss Mary, we  
began to see how they prepare these children for Pre-K and beyond. His dad and I were amazed 
at the things he was coming home doing and saying. From projects to potty training, these 
people have their eyes on the prize! He’s even taught us a few things, including the need to be 
more	environmentally	friendly.	We	are	turning	lights	off,	recycling	and	my	favorite	–	no	running	
water allowed while brushing our teeth! All of these good habits came from inside that building. 
He is the most special thing in our lives and we were so right to trust this program.

Hayden is now a very bright and energetic five-year-old. As most children are at this age, he is 
a sponge just looking to soak up everything that we are willing to show him. This year he has 
learned so many new things and has made so many new friends. He recites the “Pledge of  
Allegiance,”	writes	his	name,	knows	his	address	and	follows	schedule	and	structure	–	all	of	 
which he’s learned since August.  

He knows that there are some friends in his Pre-K class that may be developing slower than he 
is, both mentally and physically. He was curious at first and asked a lot of questions, but these 
teachers and faculty are so amazing. He has learned compassion, not just for these students, but 
also, for all of his friends. While bullying has become so prevalent in our schools, I can’t help 
but feel that teaching our children at an early age to be kind and to understand that we are all 
different is vital and the first step to correcting the problem.  

I feel truly blessed as a parent to have been able to give my son this preparation for his school 
career. To Miss Jenny, Miss Caroline, Miss Gina, Miss Stephanie, the rest of this faculty and the 
GA Pre-K program, thank you for helping Hayden launch his education!

Hayden has been going to the Atkinson Road Kids ’R’ Kids since 

late August 2007, when he was just two months shy of turning 

two years old. He has experienced every level of this incredible 

facility with the exception of the infant room. Each level of  

development has enhanced him in so many ways. 

Brenlyn Brumbalough is the mother 

of Hayden, who is enrolled in an 

inclusive Georgia Pre-K class at Kids 

’R’ Kids in Lawrenceville, GA.

Students without Disabilities  
Learn Compassion & Understanding in Shared Class

By Brenlyn Brumbalough

“ He has learned  
compassion, not just  
for these students,  
but also, for all of  
his friends.”
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He knows all of his colors. He can say, “I’m Luke Brown and I’m four years old.” He knows how 
to spell his name. He tells me about his day in order. Every day he says, “I played.” They learn 
through play there. Then he says, “I ate lunch.” Then he’ll say, “We rested.” Being able to come 
home and articulate what happened in the day is a huge accomplishment. Last year when I 
asked, “What did you do today?” he’d give me a blank look. 

The biggest change I’ve noticed between this year’s inclusive class and last year’s special needs 
class is that Luke talks about friends a lot more. He’s always talking about playing with another 
child. He says, “Michael is my friend. TJ is my friend.”

Luke doesn’t have many social issues, but you put him in a special needs class, and his social 
skills get stifled. Now he has models. He sees how to make friends with people who want to be 
friends.	That’s	the	best	thing	about	the	inclusive	Pre-K	class.	It’s	like	with	anything	–	you	rise	
to the occasion. You would hope that kids who are performing less will rise to the occasion and 
learn from the kids who are performing on higher levels. And that is happening.”

I also have to say that Gwinnett County has given us the help we need for this early  
intervention, providing speech therapy two times a week and an occupational therapist once 
a	month	–	insurance	doesn’t	pay	for	that.	A	lot	of	people	can’t	afford	to	pay	for	therapy	and	
insurance rarely covers anything. There’s so much learning that takes place before the age of five. 
Children might have the potential to perform at a higher level when they get into high school, 
but if we leave them behind now, they’re never going to have that opportunity. So, Gwinnett 
County is investing in them now, to keep from having bigger, more costly problems later. 

Luke will probably go into a special needs kindergarten next year, a regular kindergarten but 
a smaller class to help him with fine motor skills, so he can develop his writing. Because of his 
young age, he may repeat kindergarten in a regular class after next year.

I think Luke will have this disability forever, but he will learn how to compensate. It is my hope 
that he’ll be able to function in a regular classroom one day.

Last year, when he was three, Luke was in a special needs  

program in Gwinnett County, but then the county suggested 

moving him into an inclusive Pre-K program. He loves his  

teachers. Miss Caroline is his special needs teacher. Miss  

Stephanie is the head teacher. Miss Gina is the Paraprofessional. 

Beth Brown is the mother of Luke, 

who is enrolled in an inclusive  

Georgia Pre-K class at Kids ’R’ Kids 

in Lawrenceville, GA. He is one of 

six children in the class with a  

diagnosed learning disability. Luke 

has apraxia, a disorder of the brain 

and nervous system in which a 

person is unable to perform tasks 

or movements when asked, even 

though the request or command  

is understood.

Inclusive Child Care Programs  
Give Students with Disabilities the Push  
They Need to Achieve

By Beth Brown
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“He sees how to make 
friends with people 
who want to be friends. 
That’s the best thing 
about the inclusive  
Pre-K class.”

perspectives
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“Inclusion is something that is near and dear to our hearts. It is an initiative that we are glad to 
work with,” said Susan Adams, acting assistant commissioner of the Georgia Pre-K Program. 
“When we look at serving children with special needs, we don’t see that as a separate part of what 
we do. The same type of professional development that’s known in our Pre-K classes is also going 
on in our inclusion classes.”

According to findings published in 2009 by Georgia Quest for Quality Inclusion, regardless of 
their abilities, children in high quality child care programs are better prepared to enter school  
and more likely to develop social and emotional skills. For that reason, and because it is the law, 
the state of Georgia has a number of agencies and initiatives that promote and support inclusive 
child care and Pre-K programs. The leading agency is Bright from the Start, Georgia Department  
of Early Care and Learning. 

“We coordinate with resource and referral agencies and help educate parents about how to  
access programs and services,” said Jennie Couture, Bright from the Start’s statewide inclusion  
coordinator. “Our inclusion coordinators provide professional development programs for teachers 
and administrative staff to give them information about children with special needs. And we work 
with parents to connect them with established resources, like Babies Can’t Wait.”

However, due to decreased revenues from the Georgia Lottery, Governor Nathan Deal announced 
proposed changes to HOPE and Georgia’s Pre-K program earlier this year. For Pre-K, that could 
mean reduced hours or increased class sizes in the fall of 2011.

“The proposed changes to Georgia’s Pre-K will help preserve the program for years to come,” said 
Bright from the Start Commissioner Bobby Cagle, MSW, in a statement issued March 8, 2011. 
“The Governor’s proposal will save the essential $54 million, helping to ensure the continuity of 
the nationally recognized Pre-K Program. To that end, the school year will be shortened from 
180 days to 160 days, and class size will be increased to 22 students from 20, making the student 
teacher ratio max at 11 to one. However, 2,000 Pre-K slots will be added, bringing Georgia’s Pre-K 
enrollment to 86,000. I am proud that Georgia’s Pre-K program will remain universal and will still 
offer parents a choice of location, whether in a private child care setting or public school.”

Every child is full of possibilities. In the State of Georgia,  
one of the ways those possibilities are fostered is through 
inclusion initiatives in child care centers and the State’s  
Pre-K program.

Inclusive Child Care  
Benefits Children With and Without Disabilities

By Carmel Garvin Hearn

“The proposed  
changes to Georgia’s 
Pre-K will help  
preserve the program 
for years to come.”

Top Photo: At Fort Daniel Children’s  
Academy, a teacher instructs a child  
with a hearing impairment.

Bottom Photo: All children participate in 
reading and vocabulary.



How any proposed changes may impact chil-
dren with disabilities in Georgia’s Pre-K classes,  
or the overall success of the 18-year program, 
is unknown.

“Last year we served our millionth child,” 
said Pam Stevens, Pre-K inclusion coordina-
tor. “Pre-K is still optional, but the program 
has grown every year. We don’t have enough 
capacity to serve every child in the State.”

There are 84,000 children, representing about 
58% of all eligible children, currently enrolled 
in Georgia’s Pre-K program. To be eligible, a 
child must be four-years-old and a resident of 
the State. There are 115 designated inclusion 
classrooms within Georgia’s Pre-K program.

“These classrooms usually have 18 students,  
12 general education students and six with 
IEPs,” Stevens continued. “There is a lead 
teacher, assistant and a special education 
teacher in each class.”

All lead and special education teachers  
have a bachelor’s or higher degree and 
assistant teachers are now  

credentialed. Non-inclusive Pre-K classes  
typically have 20 students with a lead teacher 
and an assistant teacher.

The Fort Daniel Children’s Academy  
in Dacula, GA has two inclusive Pre-K classes.

“Gwinnett County came to us and asked us to 
offer the inclusive classes,” said Lanita Ricks, 
owner/director. “We already had children with 
IEPs (Individualized Education Program). 
The children were going out to get services 
elsewhere. It made sense to get all the services 
in one environment.”

“I am completely satisfied with what  
they have done,” said Matthew 

Montgomery, whose five-year-old 
son, Gage, is a student in Fort 
Daniel’s Pre-K program. “To 
take a blank slate and form 
him into what he is today 
is amazing. I wish they had 
something along those lines 

when I was growing up.” 

Gage and his schoolmate, Drew, who has a 
behavioral disability, are great pals. “I like to 
play Legos with my friend, Gage,” he says. 

“Drew is my friend. He plays with me,”  
Gage responded with enthusiasm.

“In an inclusion class there are going to be dif-
ferent obstacles and learning styles that can be 
transferred to children like Gage, even though 
he doesn’t have a disability,” Montgomery 
explained. “If I had a choice when he goes 
to kindergarten, I’d sign him up for another 
inclusion class if I could.”

Last year, 80% of children with IEPs in 
Georgia’s Pre-K program went on to general 
education kindergarten classes.

“Many parents of non-disabled kids find that 
inclusive classes are where they want their kids 
to be,” said Couture. “We think it’s important 
that kids with disabilities have opportunities 
for child care with their peers. We feel that’s 
best for all children and families in Georgia.”

“The children naturally love each other,” Ricks 
explained. “They don’t see each other’s weak-
nesses. They don’t know that Johnny doesn’t 
hear well and Sarah has autism. They don’t 
know those labels. They get along great.”

The inclusive Pre-K classes may also offer  
what may be the only opportunity for  
some children to be in a “regular” education 
program. For the 20% or so students with 
disabilities who transition into a special needs 
kindergarten after Pre-K, they will have gained 
important social skills that allow them to  
better interact with peers and teachers.
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“They don’t see each other’s 
weaknesses. They don’t know 

that Johnny doesn’t hear  
well and Sarah has autism.  

They don’t know those labels.
They get along great.”

“To take a blank slate  
and form him into what  
he is today is amazing.  

I wish they had something 
along those lines when  

I was growing up.”

Buddies Robbie and  
Bo pal around.



“Georgia’s Pre-K ranks in the top 10 in  
the nation,” said Adams. “The State has been 
recognized for inclusion programs. We have 
presented models nationally.”

The Kids ‘R’ Kids School of Quality  
Learning in Lawrenceville, GA provides 
educational programs for children six weeks 
through 12 years of age, with 225 children 
enrolled. There are four Pre-K classes, with  
one of those being inclusive.

“We started the first inclusive class three  
years ago,” said Danice Macon, center  
director and Pre-K project director. “We  
were approached by Gwinnett County 
Schools’ Special Education Department, in 
collaboration with Bright from the Start. At 
that time, there was a need for an inclusive 
class in our area, and after some research  
and positive feedback from other programs 
currently operating inclusive classes, we felt 
our school could provide the right environ-
ment for another inclusive class.”

Macon added that the administrators also  
felt that bringing on an inclusion specialist 

would provide a great resource and support 
person for the school.

Bright from the Start offers supports for  
inclusion through the Georgia Child Care 
Resource and Referral Agencies (GACCRRA), 
and provides inclusion coordinators in each 
region of the State. These inclusion coordina-
tors link families, child care providers and 
others to community resources to ensure that 
children are successfully included in early  
care and learning environments. For more  
information, please visit www.decal.ga.gov.

Georgia Quest for Quality Inclusion is a  
state-level leadership team committed to  
increasing and improving inclusive early care 
and learning opportunities for children with 
disabilities through high quality professional 
development for teachers and other  
care providers. The team is made up of 
representatives from Bright from the Start, 
Georgia Department of Education, institu-
tions of higher education, the Technical 
College System of Georgia, Georgia Council 
on Developmental Disabilities, Head Start, 
parents, family members and others. A  

booklet on providing inclusive child care  
programs is available at Bright from the 
Start’s website or may be downloaded from: 
decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/ 
InclusiveChildCareBooklet.pdf

See Perspectives on pages 18-19 for parents’ 
views on inclusive Pre-K.

“At that time, there was a need for an inclusive class in  
our area, and after some research and positive feedback  
from other programs currently operating inclusive classes,  
we felt our school could provide the right environment for  

another inclusive class.”

All children participate in  
reading and vocabulary.
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AdditionAl resourCes  
for agencies and individuals  
mentioned in this article are  

available on page 30.
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dottie: Kids at that age are pretty friendly. My best friend was a boy named Bill. Bill was blind. He  
had a twin brother who was in the other kindergarten class so that they could develop their own 
personalities and strengths. I don’t know exactly what it was about Bill that drew me to him. We 
had fun together. I even got to go over to his house to play on occasion. I remember us on riding 
toys going down the driveway. 

Some people may have questioned our friendship but I never did. We liked being active and  
playing outside on the swings. I remember looking out at the playground and trying to help  
Bill spot his brother. I had never known twins before. 

Back then there were no rules that mandated services for children with special needs. Bill’s mother 
had approached the preschool the year before about enrolling both her sons. She had to do some 
convincing before they were accepted. I’m glad she did.

When our high school was having its 40th reunion, I received a Facebook message from Bill. He 
is funny and has some great stories to tell. So this is going to be the beginning of our writing. Our 
goal is to share humor about things that we have learned.

Bill: Dottie mentioned in her introduction that she didn’t know what drew her to me. It was my 
warm sensitive nature and my need to bond and share life’s deepest experiences. Actually, it was 
because I had this neat red wagon that we got to play with when she came over to my house. I 
also think that she was drawn to me because she knew I was a guy that would make sensible life 
choices. Even back then, I was mapping out my career goals. I discussed my aspirations with my 
mom one night.

“Mom,”	I	said,	with	much	gravity,	“when	I	grow	up,	I	want	to	be	a	mounted	policeman	–	 
like Sergeant Preston and his dog Yukon King. I haven’t figured out how I’ll hit the bad guys  
when I shoot at them, but catching them wouldn’t be any problem. I’m going to get a  
seeing-eye horse. Maybe I can find one like Mr. Ed that talks.”

Mom thought about this for a long minute. Then, she finally said: “Honey, I’m not sure that  
being a mounted policeman is realistic for you. You’d need to be able to see to do that. How  
about planning to be something a little more reasonable?”

I was crushed. My life’s plans had just gone up in smoke. However, after I went away and thought 
about it for a while, I realized she was right. So, I sat down in the living room until I came up with 
an alternate plan. I ran into the kitchen, all excited about my new, more reasonable career choice. 
“Mom,” I said, “you were right. Being a mounted policeman wouldn’t be a good idea at all. So, I’ve 
decided I’m gonna be a fireman.”

When I was five years old, I entered kindergarten.  
I have fond memories of that time in my life when my  
main concerns were whether to play with blocks or play 
with puzzles. 

Early Friendship Renewed
By Dottie Adams & Bill Lenfestey
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“Honey, I’m not sure  
that being a mounted 
policeman is realistic for 
you. You’d need to be 
able to see to do that. 
How about planning to 
be something a little 
more reasonable?”

Bill Lenfestey

Dottie Adams

look for more stories from  
dottie and Bill at gcdd.org  
in the near future!
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To	help	students	–	all	students	–	do	just	that,	the	Partnerships	for	Success	(PFS)	program	was	 
created and funded by a grant from the Georgia Council on Developmental Disabilities. PFS  
provides the opportunity for students with disabilities to participate in activities that enhance  
their educational experience and provide opportunities to develop leadership skills. The program 
provides students with disabilities the same fun experiences as their non-disabled peers in areas  
of recreation, social activities, sports and community service, which allows them to make a  
contribution to the school and community at large.

“Different kinds of kids having different kinds of experiences together is key to the program’s  
success,” says Colleen Lambert, PFS co-program director. What does that include? “It could be  
basketball games or festivals at school,” says Lambert. “One club went to a Halloween haunted 
house together, and another donated blood as a group. 

Civic Responsibility.
The	Partnership	programs	are	student-led,	always	with	dual	leaders	–	one	with	a	disability,	one	
without. Each club has a sponsor but the decisions rest with the kids. “It’s not a partnering or  
helping club,” says Fay Inman, PFS program assistant. “It’s about friendships that are natural and 

not forced. If kids are given enough natural situations to be together, they become friends.” 
Along with the fun, the kids learn about civic responsibility and giving back. 

Happiness Is A Warm Coat.
Ten schools in Georgia now have PFS programs up and running. 
All look for ways to help in their communities. Davis Middle 
School in Hall County came up with an idea they could literally 

wrap their arms around. In one of their meetings, the club talked 
about kids in foster care in Hall County not having winter coats. 
Club member Mayra Leyva, commented, “I’ve been through  
foster care and it meant a lot to me, because people actually 
cared about foster kids needing coats.”

Think back to your school days – elementary, middle, high 
school. You know, before the world invaded your space. Not 
only were you probably having a lot of fun, but those growing 
up years are when you may have been thinking about what 
you wanted to do with the rest of your life. 

Getting To Know You... 
Partnerships for Success Stories.

By Bill Lewis

Above: West Hall High School, 
video contest winner, accepts  
first prize of $200

Below: Students pick up coats  
for foster kids in Hall County.

Letting loose at Apalachee  
Mix It Up Day Dance Party.
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“The kids were all aware of events going on 
nationally and even internationally and about 
the needs of people in places like Haiti,” says 
Cindy Saylor, PFS co-program director. “But 
they wanted to concentrate on something they 
could do locally and actually see the results.”

Club sponsor Lia Kinigakis said, “We had an 
initial goal of 100 coats in ten days. On the 
first day, we got 25 coats and the kids were  
saying, ‘What are we going to do?’”

As the coats started filling up the classroom, 
they had to be sorted, washed and readied for 
distribution. Most interesting was that the 
special education classroom had washers  
and dryers.  A lot of the kids didn’t know  
how to use the machines, so the students in 
the special education classroom ended up  
teaching everyone.

Throughout the two-week period, the coats 
just kept on coming in. At the end, over 
400 coats, sweaters, hoodies and other warm 
clothes were collected. Ashley Mosley, 8th 
grader (and club member) summed up what 
the experience meant, “I felt good about the 
coat drive! It’s good helping someone.”

Lights, Camera, Action. 
Most recently, PFS challenged clubs to put on 
their Hollywood hats and create videos. First 
prize was $200 and second prize was $100. 
But it’s safe to say most of the kids did it just 
for the fun of it. “It’s the whole idea of doing 
something together that breaks down any  
barriers that might exist,” says Lambert. 

The theme of the videos was “Credo for 
Friendship,” and they could be no longer than 
five minutes. All the finished “movies” were 
posted on the GCDD website and everyone 
was encouraged to go to the site and vote for 
their favorite. Nearly 200,000 votes were tal-
lied and the winners were as follows: first prize 
went to West Hall High School and second 
prize went to Flowery Branch High School.

Again, many of the special education class kids 
worked in video in their school’s broadcasting 
department, and taught their peers how to 
use the equipment. “How do we do this green 
screen?” “It’s easy, I’ll show you.” 

Sponsors said it was exciting to see the natural 
talents come out. Some of the kids were writ-
ers, some actors and some directors. Others 
worked the cameras or helped with the sets, 
backgrounds and props. “The thing I liked 
most about the videos is that each group 
expressed the common theme of friendship in 
a very different way,” explained Lambert.

All of the videos had their “premiere” on  
Disability Day at the Freight Depot on  
February 24, with an audience of dignitaries 
and others enjoying their stories on tape.

Making Their Own Decisions.
Another key program that falls under PFS  
is	the	student-led	IEP	–	Individual	Educa-
tional Plan. Julia Causey, program manager, 
professional learning, Georgia Dept. of Educa-
tion (DOE), says, “The IEP program has been 
a tremendous success. One of the key areas of 
focus is increasing the graduation rate with a 
regular diploma for students with disabilities.”

Students themselves lead the IEP meetings 
with their parents and teachers as the audience. 
The student makes his or her own presenta-
tion, controls the content, and is able to voice 
what they like and don’t like, what works and 
what doesn’t, in their lives. As a result, students 
with IEPs are more engaged in school and 
have more success in achieving academic goals 
because they have helped set them.

The IEP program is funded by a special  
education grant from the DOE. The  

Georgia DOE has partnered with GCDD 
on a student-led IEP program called ASPIRE 
(Active Student Participation Inspires Real 
Engagement). “The program is being piloted 
in 12 schools around the state this year,” says 
Causey. “In order to participate, the school 
must select at least three teachers and  
each teacher must select three students for  
the project.” 

“The grant funds training for the school, with 
follow-up assistance provided by consultants 
like Cindy Saylor and Colleen Lambert,” 
Causey says. “The school must have a team 
involved for training, a participating admin-
istrator, and complete a pre and post survey.” 
The project will continue next year, with  
opportunities for new schools to sign up. 

Taking Control Of Their Lives.
Discovering freedom and making choices for 
kids with disabilities was the original impetus 
for Partnerships for Success. The comprehen-
sive approach was designed to support students 
through their school years and help them have 
a positive transition to life after high school. 
However, with the clubs offering opportuni-
ties for students with and without disabilities 
to simply become friends and participate in 
activities together, it’s obvious the “success” 
part of the program is for everyone. 

Left: Colquitt County  
Haunted House.

Below: Flowery Branch  
students participated  

in a blood drive.

“It’s the whole idea of  
doing something together 

that breaks down any  
barriers that might exist.”
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real 
communities
initiative

real communities initiative

t
Centenary Methodist Church
With nearly 130 years of history under its 
belt, Centenary Church of Macon, GA has 
weathered many social, political and cultural 
changes within its community. For instance, 
prior to the 1980s, the neighborhood and  
congregation of the church were mostly  
affluent and Caucasian, but by the 1990s,  
the neighborhood was mostly African  
American and extremely impoverished. The 
congregation’s number dwindled. It became 
clear that both the church and neighborhood 
would not survive unless major changes were 
made. The church elders and key members 
made the decision to modify their outreach 
strategy by seeking to revitalize the  
community in long-term and sustainable 
ways. At the same time, they wanted it to  
be welcoming and inclusive of everyone.

When an active church member voiced the 
desire to contribute by becoming involved 
with people with disabilities, the church got in 
touch with Caitlin Childs of GCDD. Stacey 
Harwell, minister of community building at 
Centenary explains, “We came on board with 
Real Communities to help incorporate every-
body into that community transformation.”

Centenary has reached out to people with  
disabilities and is collaborating to come up 
with some additional ways to integrate them 
into the community. “We are discussing  
offering volunteering in our garden and with 
our community breakfast. It is important to us 

that we engage the community beyond  
the traditional time of worship. We believe 
this to be the best way to move towards  
full integration,” says Harwell.

Community Action Pioneers
The Community Action Pioneers of  
Gwinnett (CAP) was formed in 2008  
and grew out of the Partners in Policymaking, 
a program for people with developmental  
disabilities and parents of children with  
developmental disabilities. CAP is involved 
in a variety of initiatives, including the use  
of ABCD as a part of Real Communities and 
is exploring human service cooperatives, life 
sharing and other alternative cooperative  
arrangements that allow adults with  
developmental disabilities to live and  
participate in integrated settings in  
their communities. 

Most recently CAP has begun researching 
the implementation of a time bank, which 
involves receiving a time dollar for every  
hour spent doing something for someone in 
the community. In turn, time dollars can  
be redeemed to receive services. Detrice 
Jupiter-Gilbert, CAP community builder,  
says that the group’s goal is to “ensure that  
all people are valued for whatever service  
they have to offer. Everyone should be on  
an equal playing field.” 

New Ideas 
Promote Diversity and Inclusion
By Claire Barth

The Real Communities  

Initiative continues to support  

local entities and organizations  

in creating sustainable,  

community-based  

family support.

Georgia Winter Institute
In conjunction with The Arc of Geor-
gia, Georgia State University’s Center 
for Leadership and Disability, and the 
Georgia Advocacy Office, GCDD helped 
sponsor the Georgia Winter Institute, 
January 9-11, 2011 at The Lodge at 
Simpsonwood. Despite the threat of ice 
and snow, 83 of the 147 registrants came 
to this inspirational event held to explore 
how values-based, person-centered plan-
ning philosophies could be infused into 
community building efforts. It included 
informative and motivating seminars 
and a group reading of Waddie Welcome 
and the Beloved Community. According 
to Stacey Ramirez from the Center for 
Leadership in Disability at Georgia  
State University, “This event was a great 
success. There was something magical 
about the way people of different cultures 
and backgrounds and those with and 
without disabilities came together in 
peace and for the common good. I am 
really looking forward to an even more 
powerful event next year.”
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mia’s space

s
On this trip, we visited the Skilled Nursing 
Unit and the Education and Work Activities 
Center (EWAC) wing of the Central State 
Hospital. In the EWAC wing, we were invited 
to a classroom of teens. It was spring, and  
their teacher explained they were going to 
graduate soon, as they had reached 18 or 21 
years old, I don’t remember which. The kids 
came up to us, greeting us in various ways, 
communicating their welcome. I distinctly  
remember thinking 
that they did not seem 
that much different 
from Mia, my  
daughter who has 
Down syndrome 
and at the time was 
about the same age as 
they were. The teacher shared that they were 
excited about the graduation event that their 
parents would be attending, etc. And then I 
asked, “What will they do after graduation?”

“They’ll move to the adult wing,” their  
teacher replied.

At that response, I just lost it. I went  
outside, sat on a bench in the hall and  
cried. I could not process the two pictures 
I had in my mind. One, of Mia, who was 
included in high school, managed the  
varsity volleyball team, was going to prom,  
attended church, lived at home with a wide 
network of friends and family, and who 
wanted a job, and the other, of this group  

of teens who would be moving across the  
road to the adult wing of a state hospital.

I make no judgments about the families or 
parents who made a decision to take their  
son or daughter to a state hospital. What  
happens to any of us is a matter of circum-
stance, context. When Mia was born on a 
small Caribbean island that I characterized as 
“the second and a half world,” there happened 

to be a developmental  
pediatrician at the 
hospital who told me, 
“Take her home and 
treat her like any other 
child. She will be the 
one to make you stop 
and smell the roses.” 

She was my first child, and I didn’t know  
any better, so I did. As a result, Mia came 
home and we never looked back. If I had been 
told something different in those traumatic 
hours after her birth, who knows where she 
would be? 

With the DOJ Settlement and a new  
Olmstead Plan awaiting approval, we have 
a mandate, we have resources, and we have 
an opportunity to change the context, the 
circumstances surrounding families when  
they discover their lives are going to head in  
a different direction. We have a chance to  
create a system which provides wings for  
families instead of the adult wing.

Wing or Wings
By Pat Nobbie, Ph.D., Mia’s Mom

Several years ago, the Georgia Council on Developmental  

Disabilities’ staff and Council members visited Milledgeville. It was 

one of our twice annual field trips to cities outside Atlanta, which 

gives us an opportunity to see other parts of Georgia, and gives 

citizens in those parts the chance to attend a Council meeting or 

public forum. 

mia’s space

“ Take her home and 
treat her like any  
other child. She will  
be the one to make 
you stop and smell  
the roses.”

I asked, “What will they  
do after graduation?”

“They’ll move to the adult 
wing,” their teacher replied.
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straight talk

m
I am a power lifter. I can deadlift 225 lbs, 
squat 143 lbs, and bench 130 lbs. I train 
three times per week with my coach, Mark 
Kessee. We run and walk on the treadmill 
and lift weights. My friend Daniel is also  
going to Greece to compete in power lifting. 

There are two reasons why I am excited about 
my trip to Greece for the World Games. I 
really want to make everyone proud. And I 
can’t wait to ride on the plane! I have been 
on a plane before, but this plane ride will be 
much longer than any of the plane rides I’ve 
taken before. 

I like to travel; my family goes with 
me, my Mom, my sister and my 
niece. My sister, Christina, used to 
be my bowling coach. We have a lot 
of fun together. My favorite place 
that I have been to so far is Hilton 
Head Island. I played in the South-
eastern regional tennis tournament 
for the Special Olympics there.

The Special Olympics have helped me 
become more independent and confident. I 
have learned that you have to practice and 
not give up to be good at something. Sports 
give me a sense of accomplishment. I’ve also 
made a lot of good friends by playing sports.  
I really like my coaches.

The Special Olympics have given me the 
confidence to start my own business taking 
pictures. I take pictures of nature, animals, 

the sky and the Chattahoochee. I want to 
take pictures for the newspaper. I like to take 
pictures because I like to work by myself and 
not in a group. My business is called Picture 
Perfect Photography. 

I am nervous about traveling to Greece,  
but I am also excited and very proud to 
represent America!

Sports Build Confidence,  
Facilitate Friendships
By Christopher Currere

My name is Christopher Currere. I am 25 years old and have  

participated in the Special Olympics since I was five years old. I love  

to play sports. I have competed in tennis, bocci and bowling. This 

summer, I will be participating in the World Games in Athens, Greece 

with Team USA. There are four athletes from Georgia going. The 

games begin on June 25, 2011. But first, all of the athletes will be 

spending a week in San Diego, CA to prepare for the games.

straight talk

Christopher Currere

“I have learned that  
you have to practice  
and not give up to be 
good at something. 
Sports give me a sense 
of accomplishment.”
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April
April 14-15 
GCdd Quarterly Meeting 
Carrollton, GA 
404.657.2126	•	888.275.4233	(ASK.GCDD)

April 25 
Catoosa information Fair 
4	PM	–	7	PM	•	Ringgold,	GA 
Contact:	Robin	Smith	•	432.802.0560

April 29 
The Albany ArC 
Annette Bowling Golf Tournament  
at Grand Island Club 
Contact: Lou Johnson or Eddie McCraty 
229.888.6852

May
May 1 
tri for the Kids Youth triathlon 
Open to all kids ages 7 to 14 
Darlington	Upper	School	•	Rome,	GA 
Contact:	Beth	Smith	•	706.238.2614 
www.racerome.org

May 12 
down syndrome Association of Atlanta 
spring Conference 
Co-sponsored by Young Lawyer’s Division  
of the State Bar of Georgia  
Registration: www.AtlantaDSAA.org

May 12 
Aging & Disability Coalition 
10	AM	–	12	PM	•	Atlanta,	GA 
Contact: Sandee Panichi 
Sandee.panichi@cobbcounty.org

May 12 
Third Annual Mexican Fiesta  
at Hilton Garden inn 
A fundraiser to benefit the Albany Arc  
Consumer Programs 
Contact: Lou Johnson or Eddie McCarty  
229.888.6852

May 14 
People First of Athens Meeting 
Athens, GA 
Contact: Amanda Alford 
706.542.3457	•	Amanda@ihdd.uga.org

May 22 
Georgia Walk now for Autism speaks 
International Plaza at  
Georgia World Congress Center 
Atlanta, GA 
Registration: www.marcus.org

May 24 
The tasting – Jewish Family  
& Career services  
“An ExtravaGrand Benefit for Extraordinary 
People Living Independently” 
7	PM	–	10	PM	•	Atlanta,	GA 
www.thetasting.org

June
June 9-12 
developmental disabilities Ministries 
second Annual special Family retreat 
Epworth	by	the	Sea	•	St.	Simons	Island,	GA 
Contact:	Cathy	Humphrey	•	770.623.4988 
email@ddmga.org

July
July 9 – 14 
toronto summer institute 2011 
inclusion, Community and diversity 
Toronto, Canada 
To Register: 416.658.5363 
www.inclusion.com

July 13, 14, 15 
Project seArCH national Conference 
Minneapolis, MN 
Contact:	Dottie	Adams	•	404.657.2129 
dxadams@dhr.state.ga.us

July 21 & 22 
GCdd Quarterly Meeting 
Atlanta, GA 
404.657.2126	•	888.275.4233	(ASK.GCDD)

2011 
calendar

Planning an  
upcoming event?  
Send your information to  

Dee Spearman, GCDD Public  
Information Assistant at  

dyspearman@dhr.state.ga.us; 
Subject line: “Community  
Calendar” by June 1 to be  

included in the summer calendar.

For a full list of events, visit:  
gcdd.org/events-calendar

Abilities Expo • Albany ARC • All About Developmental Disabilities • Amerigroup® Community Care •  

Brain & Spinal Injury Trust Fund Commission • disAbility Resources Center (DRC) • Down Syndrome  

Association of Atlanta • Easter Seals • Georgia Advocacy Office, Inc. • Georgia Association for Persons in 

Supported Employment (GAPSE) • Georgia Association of Community Service Boards, Inc. • Georgia State 

Financing and Investment Commission (GSFIC) • Jewish Family & Career Services (JF&CS) • Marcus Autism 

Center • Shepherd Center • Statewide Independent Living Council of Georgia • The Arc of Georgia  

• Tommy Nobis Center • United Cerebral Palsy of Georgia

2011 disability day sponsors
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For additional information about 
the articles and issues in this 
edition of Making a Difference 
magazine, consult the following 
resources.

Georgia Council on  
Developmental Disabilities (GCDD) 
www.gcdd.org 
404.657.2126 or 
888.275.4233 (ASK.GCDD)

State Government
Georgia Senate &  
House of Representatives 
www.legis.state.ga.us

Georgia Governor’s Office 
www.gov.state.ga.us 
404.656.1776

Department of 
Community Affairs 
www.dca.ga.gov

Georgia Housing Search 
www.georgiahousingsearch.org 
877.428.8844

Department of Labor 
www.dol.state.ga.us

General Information 
www.georgia.gov

Georgia Lieutenant 
Governor’s Office 
www.ltgov.georgia.gov 
404.656.5030

Inclusive Child Care
Bright from the Start: Georgia Department  
of Early Care and Learning 
10 Park Place South SE, Suite 200 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 
www.brightfromthestart.com 
1.888.442.7735

Acting Assistant Commissioner for Pre-K  
Susan Adams  
Susan.Adams@decal.ga.gov 
404.656.5957

Statewide Inclusion Coordinator 
Jennie Couture 
Jennie.couture@decal.ga.gov 
678.637.2734

Pre-K Inclusion Coordinator 
Pam Stevens 
pam.stevens@decal.ga.gov 
678.643.1039

Administration on  
Developmental Disabilities 
www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/add/

Disability Day
Brain & Spinal Injury  
Trust Fund Commission 
Ayanna Anderson,  
Stewardship Coordinator 
www.bsitf.state.ga.us 
1.888.233.5760 

Georgia Advocacy Office 
www.thegao.org 
1.800.537.2329

Partnerships for Success 
www.partnershipsforsuccess.com

Handle with Care Radio 
www.hwcradio.com 
“Handle with Care” airs on WRWH 
1350 AM on Tuesday at 6:05 PM; 
WUGA 91.7/97.9 FM on Sundays at 
4:30 PM; WABE News / Talk 90.1 FM 
HD on Sundays at 6:30 AM; and  
on GaRRS on Sunday at 8:00 PM.

Real Communities Initiative
Centenary Methodist Church 
www.centenarymacon.org

Community Action Pioneers 
https://sites.google.com/site/ 
communityactionpioneers/

Georgia Winter Institute 
Stacey Ramirez,  
Director of Individual  
and Family Supports 
Georgia State: Center for 
Leadership in Disability 
sramirez@gsu.edu 
www.chhs.gsu.edu/cld/

Straight Talk
Christopher Currere 
www.currere.info

resources

Tuesday, May 24, 2011 | seven to ten pm

The Grand Hyatt Buckhead 
3300 peachtree road

tickets: 770.677.9329 or thetasting.org
$75 per guest ($100 at the door)

via pricing: $50 under 40 ($75 at the door)

Benefiting: Zimmerman-Horowitz Independent Living Program 
(a program for adults with developmental disabilities)
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Two loops,  
Bunny Ears

Make 
an X...

At your service! Whether you’re looking for help with clerical work, 
food services, sorting and fulfillment, or other areas, we offer help 
for your business at highly competitive prices. 

TeamWORKS is a prevocational program for adults with developmental disabilities. 
Under the supervision of our staff, each work team helps businesses with their 
needs. If your agency is not-for-profit, we can provide similar services as volunteers 
in exchange for the training opportunity your business can provide for our clients.

TFIWORKS@jfcs-atlanta.org | 770.677.9450

The key to finding the right rental, right now, 
right where you want to live!

• FREE to search

Equal Hous ng Oppo un ty

• FREE to list • Thousands of listings • Special Needs resources

Learning to Tie Shoes: A Frustrating Rite of Passage for Every Child.

Thanks to OUR 
SPONSORS  

for their Support.

If you are interested in being 
a sponsor for Making a 
Difference magazine,  

please call Kim Shapland  
@ 770.578.9765.



Georgia Council on Developmental Disabilities
2 Peachtree Street, NW, Suite 26-246
Atlanta, GA 30303-3142
404-657-2126, www.gcdd.org

Address service requested
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Disability Day 2011

Throngs of demonstrators,  
many dressed in blue t-shirts, 
waving handmade signs and  
holding onto blue balloons, 
amassed to fill the streets,  

adjacent to the State Capitol  
on February 24, 2011.


