(Opening music)
 
The Georgia Council on Developmental Disabilities (GCDD) presents Real People Close-Ups: an occasional series of stories from people with developmental disabilities and their families. GCDD Real People Close-Up is a collaboration with the Georgia Council on Developmental Disabilities, StoryCorps and the Georgia Radio Reading Service (GARRS).
 
Lucy Ahn hopes to outlive her daughter Nari because of her concern that Nari will be without vital supports when she is gone. After leaving Korea, they have found acceptance in the United States school system, but the language barrier makes it hard for others to understand Nari's developmental disabilities. With support from school administrators coupled with devotion from Lucy, Nari now speaks two languages and is learning alongside other students.
 
In this GCDD Real People Close-Up, Lucy tells GCDD Diversity Coordinator Aarti Sahgal how it was in the beginning. GCDD Real Communities Builder Sharon Chung interprets for Lucy.
 
(Lucy speaks in Korean)
 
Sharon:

When she first got diagnosed with cerebral palsy she really had no thought, she really didn't know what to think. But then after she started to accept the fact, she started to think about how she was going to raise her child Nari and she thought it was going to be difficult because Lucy herself also has a disability although she had a younger daughter, Dari, at the time. So she didn't know how she was going to handle everything.
 
We moved here solely because of my daughter Nari. She wanted to move here because she felt like the US is a more comfortable place for someone to live who has a disability, especially at the time when her daughter was diagnosed, the country Korea, South Korea really had nothing in place for anybody with disabilities. In Korea, if you needed any sort of assistance because somebody has a disability, you have to ask the government a hundred percent for their support because there was nothing else available. But even though you asked for things you never got anything. That's what she felt.
 
(Lucy speaks in Korean)
 
Sharon:

But here in the US, here in Georgia, even though they weren't able to get everything that she wanted or needed, there are people who are out there who support her and who are listening.
 
(Lucy speaks in Korean)
 
Sharon:

When she first entered into the school system with Nari, it was really difficult for her because of the language barrier and also it was the first time that the teachers had ever seen an Asian student. She worried a lot, too, because she was afraid what if Nari needs to go the restroom or she's hungry but she's not able to express it and nobody's able to help her. So as Nari got on the school bus every morning, she would get in her car, Lucy would get in her car
 
(laughter - wow!)
 
and follow that school bus to the school every day and basically so she would stay at the school all day and so she got to know the teachers, the administrators, the nurses and everybody and the way they started communicating was even by drawing pictures. So it came to the point they were all able to understand each other even just by looking at facial expressions.
 
So when Nari was in school about four months, she started to pick up in English so she was speaking both languages, Korean and English, and so because of that the school gave her an honor.
 
(Lucy speaks in Korean)
 
Sharon:

When you ask her a question like, you know, what are some proud moments that you have with Nari? It is really hard for her to answer because as a parent, you know, she has a lot of desires for her daughter and sometimes she will see what Nari does and she thinks to herself I wish she could do more.
 
But if she was to tell a story, when Nari was about fourth or fifth grade, she learned how to sit up on her own. She was able to sit up in a chair. And also when the school taught her how to point to pictures to help her communicate, she said that was a really proud moment because that required Nari to understand some English to do that first, and even for Lucy it's really difficult for her to understand English but yet Nari was able to understand that English.
 
(Lucy speaks in Korean)
 
When, you know, when people are sharing their stories, their hurts, their whatever, their advice, to really listen to it and at least take it to heart instead of just kind of closing your ears off to it.
 
She thinks that they need to take their children out of their house, especially as kids get older. Lucy realizes that more and more parents kind of keep their children inside the home.
 
Commenting for people with disabilities is they don't have a lot of friends and so she thinks that's another reason it is even more important to take kids out.
 
(Lucy speaks in Korean)
 
One thing that she really, really wishes is that she doesn't die before Nari. She'd rather have Nari die one day before her. She feels like a lot of parents probably worry about things like this, but she's gone through a lot in her life but she feels like this desire that she feels like God will really honor that and allow that to happen.
 
(music)
 
 
This is Valerie Meadows Suber, Public Information Director with the Georgia Council on Developmental Disabilities (GCDD). You have been listening to a GCDD Real People Close-Up: a collaboration with the Georgia Council on Developmental Disabilities, StoryCorps and the Georgia Radio Reading Service (GARRS). For information about Real People Close-Ups, please e-mail vmsuber@dhr.state.ga.us.
 

 

